VINDICATIONS 
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| Chriſtian Verity: 


As the ſame is profeſſed, preached and 1 
experienced, by the People upon whom the 1 
preſent Age hath impoſed the Name of i 
M 15 THODISTS. 


1 A 
By HN GREEN,  Clergyman. „ iN 


Every one that doeth Evil hateth the Light, neither cometh to the Light, 
left his Deeds ſhould be reproved. But he that doth Truth cometh 10 the Nt; 
Light, that his Deeds may be made manifeſt, that they are wrought ir * - 
Soad. John ii. 20, 21. io 
Mihi antiquitas Jeſus Chriſtus. Io xAT Ius. — Quid ili cum vir- It 
tutibus, qui Dei virtutem, Chriſtum ignorant! ? LACTANTIUS. | _ 
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Ince it hath pleaſed the God ad Father of mercies, 
to reveal in me his Son from heaven,* and count me 
worthy of the miniſtry of his bleſſed Goſpel ; through his 
Free and ſovereign Grace, lis my conſtant deſire not to walk 
in craftineſs, or deceitfully handle the word of God, for filthy 


lucre; but to renounce the hidden things of diſhoneſty, and 


by plain, open manifeſtation of the Truth, in ſpeaking, 
| writing, preaching, to commend myſelf to every man's con- 
ſcience in the fight of God. 

Hence it is, that I have not frunned publicly and pri- 


vately, morning and evening, on week-days and Lord's- 


days, according to the ability which God giveth, to declare 
the whole counſel of God. — Hence it is, that 1 have not 
refuſed with Profeſſors, Heretics and Infidels, openly, or 
ſecretly to-reaſon concerning the myſteries of the kingdom of 
 heaven.—Hence it is, (for my God hath never failed) 
that I have been always ready to give an anſwer io any 
that have aſked me a reaſon of the hope that is in me, and 


that I truſt, with ſome degree of meekneſs, boldneſs and 


godly fear. 
Some of the following vindications of Truth, were origi- 


nally wrote, in anſwer to thoſe, who called upon me from 
the public papers, to give an account of my condutt and 


doctrine; and at different times were conveyed unto the pub- 
\ | 1 lic 


* See my Book, intitled Grace and Truth, 


. o 
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Le through that channel: and as by the Blah ng of Cod, they 
dere kindly received by ebriſtians of different denominations, 
1 was willing ælſo to bave imparted the reft after the ſame 
manner; but by two editors, have been given to under- 
fand, there is no more room in their . papers for 
CHRISTIANUS. 

However, fince I cannot plead the cauſe if T ruth be- 
fore the public, as I was willing, I may, to uſe the Pet's 
expreſſion, come unto them, quo licet illo pede ; and as the 
part not heretofore publiſhed, contains a defence of the moſt 
important and ſoul intereſting Truths, I hope, that alſo, to- 
gether with the reſt, may, by the divine Bleſſing, prove ac- 
ceptable and uſeful to the church of God : Of which, Rea- 
der, fhould'ft thou be one, aſcribe all the glory, all the 
praiſe to the Father af Lights, from whom, through the 
Son of his Love, every good and perfect gift doth come; 
and without whom, we bave no light, no love, no heaven. 

M hal ſoever, therefore, is amiſs in this, or any of my other 
eoritings, is mine; may the Lord diſcover, pardon, 
aud defiroy it? Whatſoever is right, is His; to him 
alone I dedicate it; may he accept, defend, and ſpread it. 
And now, my dear Reader, unto Him alſo, and ihe 
word of bis Grace ] commend thee; and that he may ſo 
Belp me in writing, and thee in reading, that error may be 
detected, Truth manifeſted, and Himſelf alone glorified, is 
the bearty Prayer of bim, bo is, for Chriſt's ſake. 


Thy willing Servant, 


70 HN GREEN. 


OF THE 


C Briſtian He eri, &c. 
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To the Author of the London Chronicle. 


London, Dec. 29, 1759. 


LETTER I. 
SIR, 
ERMIT a Clergyman to congratulate you upon your being 
almoſt brought to the period of another year, to thank you for 
the pains you have taken to oblige, at leaſt the rational part of your 
readers, and to wiſh the Chronicle deſerved ſucceſs, not only in the 
enſuing, but alſo for many ſucceeding years. 


Such a ſalutation, tho? not to you, may ſeem ſtrange to ſome even 


ferious Chriſtians : a tender, but miſinformed Conſcience, may cry: 
Oh! Impiety ! a Clergyman read news-papers ! For the ſake there- 
fore of ſach weak, but perhaps honeſt brethren, give me leave, thro? 
the channel of your paper, to inform them, That a Clergyman is one 
who is allotted of God to miniſter in holy things; to be, as it were, 
a mouth from God to the people, and from the people to God : he is 
ſometimes called Parſon (a corruption, I take it, of Per/on) becauſe he 
perſonares the people to God, in confeſſing to him their fins, and in 
praying for their ſeveral wants and neceſſities, as well as becauſe he 
exhibits the people to themſelves in the glaſs of the word of God: in 
mort, a Clergyman is one whoſe commiſſion runs, Preach the Go/pel te 
every Creature ; and whoſe duty enjoins him to pray for himſelf, his 
flock, his nation, and all mankind. Now, Sir, if this be the caſe, 
let me aſk thoſe ſcrupulous, not to ſay over-wiſe and over- righteoùs 


Gentlemen, How ſhall a Clergyman, with Daniel, confeſs and bewail 


the 
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| De 
the fins of Princes and People; with Jeremy, lament the ealamicies of 
war; with Paul and the Primitive Chriſtians, make proper interceſſiong 
for kings, and all in authority; or, in a word, with Prophets, Apoſtles, 
Confeſſors, bleſs and praiſe their God for the ſucceſs of his Truth upon 
earth, if they have no intelligence ; and conſequently know nothing 
at all of the matter. And if ſome intelligence be neceſſary, by what 
means can it be had, at a quicker, eaſier, cheaper rate, than thro” the 
channel of a good news-paper ? Not that all are fo, but ſuch a one 1 
take that to be, whereinto the author is determined to admit nothing 
contrary to- humanity, virtue, loyalty, piety, chriſtianity ; - ſuchaone 
I hope the Chronicle is, and will be whilſt it enjoys its preſent author: 
and ſhall conclude this part of my letter with the words of our pious 
and worthy commentator, Mr. Burkitt, Happy were it, if we all 
« enquired after news, not as Athenians, but as C briftians 4 / that we 
might know the better how to manage our prayers and praiſes for 
* the Church and Nation.” 

1 have been led into theſe reflections by a bebt of another news- 
paper, which a friend of mine favour'd me with on Saturday laſt, at 
the ſame time I was peruſing the Chronicle. Who the author is I 

know not: but if there be any truth in the Latin adage, Artis e celare 
artem; in plain Engliſh one might fay, the very title proclaims he 1s no 
Conjurer: however, letting that paſs, and admitting that in his own 
way he may be a pretty crafty Gentleman, I do aſſure you, Mr. Chro- 

nicler, that the very firſt page manifeſts his Craft to be of that kind 
which our Church, in her excellent Liturgy, teaches all her members 
to deprecate; for, after he hath entertained his readers a little with an 
account of plays and players, having exalted one, kick'd down ſeveral, 
and kill'd all the Dramatic Writers, as it were, with a daſh of his 
pen. — (had he ſtopp'd here, as little damage would, I believe, have 


been ſuſtained, either by the Church or State, you wou'd not have 


had the trouble of this; but) fluſh'd, Sir, with conqueſt, in a cow- 
ardly, but crafty manner, he next proceeds to attack the great truths 
of religion, and to defame the miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt. Firſt, then, 
begins with condemning Popery: Why ſo ? There's Craft you 
# ſt know in that; becauſe now let him write what he will, his ig- 
IE readers muſt take it to be right true proteſtantiſm. In firm 
confidence, as it were, of this, he next muſters his cowardly Craft 
« againft the Churches of England and Scotland conjointly. Firſt, by 
; declaiming againſt, and miſrepreſenting their common, but apoſtolic 
doctrine of Predeſtination.— That this is their common doctrine, who- 
- ever reads the 17th Article of the Church of England, and the Aſ- 


ſembly's Catechiſm, muſt confeſs; and that 'tis Apoſtalic, the *** 
| nb, 5 


A 3 


: of the Apoſtle Paul abundantly teſtify. But the Gentleman perhaps in 
5 hath never read them. Give me leave, then, for once to quote him | 
| a paſſage from the Epiſtle to the Eybęflan, Chap. i. 5. Having pres | 
| deftingted us unto the adoption of Children by Jeſus Chriſt, according to the ni 
| good pleaſure' of his vill. 0h! but ſays our Craft/man, this doctrine i 
| is now in a mauer given up, by the ſect that formerly fo ſtrenuouſſy * 
| maintained it.“ What ! by our Siſter Church of Scotland? Pray, Sir, 1 
in what' manner !' Hath 'ſhe changed her Catechiſms? recanted her | J 
confeſſions? and forſaken her antient Faith? If ſhe hath, When ? ij! 
Where? How? *Twould be worth the Gentleman's while to let us 1 
; know: The Apoſtacy of our Siſter Church would be fine ſport for his 1 
| companions, and he may be aſſured no agreeable news to us. Oh! Þ 
© (fays he) it is a moſt comfortable thing, and excludes the neceſlity of 1 
Good Works.“ What! comfortable and yet exclude the neceſſity of Fi 
: Good Works! Nay, verily, then I think it could be comfortable to \ | 
l none but Rakes, Infidels, and Libertines; but the Gentleman may be | 4 
aſſured that our excellent Church doth not, in her 17th Article, call | j 
g this doctrine comfortable, becauſe it excludes the neceſſity of Good A} 
t Works, but becauſe to them, who feel in themſelves (to uſe her own | 3 
K expreſſion) the working of the Spirit of Chriſt, this doctrine effectually Li 
l ſecures both Works and Glory alſo. — {| 
l But next the Gentleman tells us, That ſome, in ien of this rigid Fl 
2 doctrine, have took up with Regeneration, or the New-Birth, and i 
8 « the aſſurance of Grace and Eternal Salvation.” As the crafty Gen- 1 
a tleman doth-not tell us who theſe are, it may be ſomething difficult to 1 
ys find them out: however, if there be any ſuch, I can aſſure him that $i 
s they are no ſound members of the Church of England; for ſhe is ſo f 
5 far from taking up one of theſe doctrines in ien of another, that ſhe 11 
y piouſſy, orthodoxly, and, in a manner truly apoſtolic, fweetly holds | | 
5 them all. In the Article before quoted, ſhe holds the doctrine of Pre- 10 
N deſtination ; in the Collect for this very week ſhe holds Regeneration; 1 
x and in her Communion Office ſhe very plainly tells us, that they who | th 
* duly and worthily communicate, dwell in Chriſt, and Chriſt in them, 1 
or and are aſſured of God's favour and good-will towards them. Theſe 4. 
4 then are the apoſtolic doctrines of our excellent Church, and if the 1 
F Gentleman himfelf be not born again, I pray God that he ſhortly | | | 
7 may, for he that is the faithful and true witneſs hath declar d, and 'Þ 
y that with a Verily, verily, Except a man be born again, be cannot "dad 4 
; kingdom of heaven. „% Rc | 8 | 
4 | But i return; I muſt not forget to acquaint you with that which th! 
. led him into all this, and to point out unto you, the very primum mobile I! 
es of all this paper rage and rebounding fury. He tells us, * lj 
of We i | So a N : I! 
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was 4 pretty, little, and well executed print, he got a Gohe of ſome 5 


days ago, repreſenting a chriſtian ſoldier completely armed.“ What! 


little, pretty, well executed? Why then ſhould, ſuch a ſmall, 
pretty, well executed thing ſtir up the rage of ſuch a mighty 


hero? I eſteem it no ſmall advantage, that I have ſome acquaintance 
with the author, and can aſſure him, that as the print. is pretty, - and 


well executed, ſo alſo it was by him well intended. This the Caf 
man can by no means allow, and that for the following reaſons. 


Firſt he tells us, That it is given, if he is not miſinformed, to thoſe 
© who axe come to the higheſt pitch of aſſurance.“ So far from that, 
Sir, it hath been given to many who never pretended to have any 
aſſurance at all; and it was intended to be given to any, who are 


willing to take' unto them the panoply divine thereby repreſented; in 


order to fight againſt our three grand enemies, the world, and fleſh» 


and devil. Secondly he tells us, The name of the perſon ſo aſſured is 


wrote over it, and underneath, the name of the blind guide.“ This 
Sir, is a greater blunder till ; neither the name of any perſon come 
to the higheſt pitch of aſſurance, nor the name of any blind guide, 
nor the name of any miniſter of the Goſpel real or pretended, was 


ever by the author's hand, command, permiſſion, . or knowledge, | 
written upon the print at all. As the gentleman hath told us, that he 


hath had a ſight of the print, I will not ſay that he hath no eyes: but 
this I think is very plain, poor unhappy gentleman, he hath the 


misfortune to be led at leaſt hy one blind guide, Thirdly he tells us, 


« That tis ſigned as a ticket or paſſport for heaven.” Oh! brave! 
How the gradation riſes? rather than the climax of blunders ſhould 


be incomplete. he ſeems to ſtick at nothing. So far, Sir, are they 


who uſe that ticket, from thinking it a paſſport for heaven, that 
they eſteem both that and all things, but loſs, droſs, dung, in com- 
pariſon of the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus their Lord : 
yea, this is their teſtimony, I boſcever bath the Son of God (whatſo- 
ever elſe he hath not) hath life, but whoſoever hath not the San of God, 
(whatſoever elſe he hath) hath nat life, but, as yet, the wrath of God 
 abideth on him. When things are at their utmoſt height, then we ſay 
they muſt have a fall; the gentleman therefore, having finiſhed his 
towering blundering climax, ſinks down as it were in a moment, into 
a feigned fit of Charity; © wiſhing they may all get to heaven, tho? 
he doth not chuſe to aſk the way of any of them.” Marvellous con- 
cluſion! What! wiſh they may all get to heaven, and yet neither 


aſk their way; nor tell them his? The Latins ſay, Oh % Oh fi! | 
oticfi, The Engliſh, wiſhers and woulders are bad houſholders ; 


and Jam afraid his is but a mere idle wiſh, However, though he 
doth 
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Goth not chuſe to aſk of any of them the way to heaven, they are e quite 
willing (as an evidence that they heartily wiſh him there) to ſhew him 
their way without aſking, if he will lend them his eyes or ears, and if he 


_ approve it not, they are willing to hear concerning his way; and one of 


them, who is well perſuaded that he is in the rue way, and the zrue 
way in him, is ready through the way to reaſon with him concerning 
the difference of their ways; not merely under the covert of a ficti- 


' tious name, with pen, ink, and paper, but viva voce, face to face, 


fairly, plainly, openly, for the real and not counterfeit Eu/ebius, the 
true worſhipper, and he who is really in the true way, is not aſhamed 


thereof. I am, Mr, Chronicler, his hearty well-wiſher, and your 


n. Servant, 
CH RISTIANUS: 


N. B. No anſwer was returned from the Gentleman who wrote the 
Craftſman," to the preceeding letter, inſerted in the Chronicle of Jan. 
1, 1760. But a gentleman in the Chronicle of Feb. 23. who ſub- 
ſcribed N. N. made ſome exceptions to the following paſſage; © A 
ce clergyman, is one whoſe commiſſion runs, preach the Goſpel 


to every creature: An anſwer to which you have in the following 


letter inſerted i in Fn * of May 24 and 27, 1760, 


LET TIA II. 


25 the Editor of the Chronicle. 


$8 1 x. 
8 Mr. V. NM. in che Chronicle of Feb. 23. obſerves that he is the 
only gentleman who hath taken any notice of my letter inſerted 
Jan. 1. and ſince he hath earneſtly entreated me, ſeriouſly to weigh 
and conſider what he hath wrote; upon what he thinks an exception- 
able paſſage therein: I make no doubt but your uſual candour, and well- 
known impartiality, will again permit a clergyman to anſwer for him- 
ſelf; by ſuffering him, through the channel of your paper, to preſent 
the public with a few obſervations upon the reflections made by Mr. 
N. N. and at the ſame time to aſſure him, that it is the love of Chriſt, 


and compaſſion to the ſouls of men, which conſtrains me thus publicly to 
declare, wherein I cannot ſubmit to his GE) : And may that God, 
B 


aubo 


(wo) 

abo in the apoſtolic and every age, bath taught the bearts of his 
faithful people, by the ſending to them the light of his Holy Spirit ; grant that 
by the ſame Spirit, we may haye a right judgment in all things, and 
evermore rejoice in his holy Comforts, through the merits of Chriſt 
Jeſus our Saviour. 
And now to return; the paſkge upon which Mr. N. . has made 
his remarks is this, A clergyman is. one whoſe commiſſion runs, 
c greach the Gofpel 1 to every creature.” Theſe words, faith Mr. V. N. 
« Are indeed, part of the general commiſſion which our Saviour 

gave to his apoſtles, but can by no means be applied to clergymen 
« in general,” —That this commiſſion, was in an extraordinary manner 
given to the Apoſtles, I readily grant; but that it was confined. to 
them I can by no means allow: becauſe if we conſider it, as record- 
ed by the 2 we find that our Savionr not only gives a com- 
miſſion, but alſo adds a gracious promiſe; And lu. I an apitl pon 

a alauayts, even unto the end of the world, Matt. xxviii. to. As the 

commiſſion and promiſe are inſeparably connected, if Mr. V. NM. re- 
ſtrict the commiſſion to the twelve apoſtles, it is plain he muſt alſo re- 
ſtrict the promiſe, and then he is reduced to this dilemma, either the 
twelve apoſtles. are yet in the world, or the world hath long ſince 
been brought to its final period. No-wiſe man, I ſuppoſe, will affirm 
either the one or the other, and conſequently a clergyman, even in- 
the preſent age, is one whoſe commiſſion runs, Preach the YE to 
© every creature. 

The paſſage diſputed being fully pred, I might now be 1 
from following Mr. N. M. any further; but leſt he ſhould yet be too wiſe, 
by the help of my God, veniam quocunque vocarit, I wili follow him 
ſtep by ſtep, and weigh the remaining part of what he hatk wrote. 

And firſt, faith that Gentleman, All clergymen are not apoſtles.* 
The chuſing of Matthias, into the place of Judas, by the Digg, or 
Lot, gave riſe, I take it, to the name of clergyman, ſo that it is plain 

the firſt clergyman was an apoſtle; and though it be granted; that no 
clergyman, in the preſent age, is in the Full ſenſe of the word an apo- | 
ſtle, yet I ſuppoſe it will be eaſily allowed, every: true clergyman is | 
one who is-allotted, moved, ſent, not merely of men, but of God, to 
preach the Goſpel: in this ſenſe, and for this end therefore, he. is, in 
his meaſure, an apoſtle, or ſent of God; and conſequently that part of 
+ the apoſtolic commiſſion which reſpects preaching, ſince, as ds already 
proved, it is not conſined to the apoſtles, muſt alſo belong to him. 

However, Private clergymen were never intruſted with fuch a 

© commiſſion,*——The great Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls, when interro- 


A concerning his doctrine, faith, In /ecret. I have ſaid * 
ohn 
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IN 


| { xx } | 
John xviü. 20. and in a charge which he hath given to his clergy, 
What I tell you in darkneſs, that ſpeak ye in light, and what ye Hear in the 
ear that preach upon the bouſe tops, Matt. x. 27. In obedience to which 
charge, they went out and preached that men ſhould repent, Mark vi. 1 2. 
yea we read, that daily in the temple, and in every houſe, they ceaſed not 
zo teach and preach Jeſus Chriſt, Akts v. 42,—Hence it is, that we find 
Stephen the Deacon, and the Proto- Martyr, wiſely and boldly preachin 


to the Libertines, Cyrenians, Alexandrians, to them of Cilicia, 8 
of Aſia, as well as to the jewiſh Sanhedrim, the word of his God. — 
Hence it is, that we find, Acts viii. his brother Deacon Philip alſo, to 


the Eunuch, to the people of Samaria of Azotus, and of all the cities 
till he came to Cæſarea, preaching ſucceſsfully the ſame word of truth. 
Hence it is, that we ſind the Elders and Apoſtles, even not think- 
ing it beneath their dignity, in a houſe, —in a ſchool,—in a priſon.— 
by the ſea-ſide,—as well as in the Synagogues and Temple, to preach 
the Goſpel of the kingdom of God. In a word, hence it is we find that 
our bleſſed Redeemer's clergy being ſcattered abroad, they went every 
where preaching the word Acts viii. 4.) fo that we ſee his clergy, 
howſoever in other reſpects diſtinguiſhed, were all public clergymen ; 


and the term, a private clergyman being found quite unſcriptural, it 


may be a little difficult to comprehend its meaning. However, let us 
try : If by private clergymen, Mr. N. N. ſhould mean thoſe who pri- 
wately ſeek to buy a great living, with a little duty; and at the ſame 


time, a very private curate, to perform it for very little money: thoſe 
when they vouchſafe to appear in a pulpit, in a cold ſleepy manner, 


read over a dry lecture of dead morality; and even there are ſo pri- 
wate, that ſhould an unprejudiced ſtranger be one of their auditory, he 
might more juſtly conclude from ſuch ethnic harangues, that they were the 
followers of Plato, Cicero, or Seneca, than the preachers or diſciples of 


Jeſus Chriſt. If he ſhould mean thoſe private gentlemen who are often 


found diſguiſed in lay habits, at routs, plays, balls, horſe- races, and ſuch- 
like aſſemblies: or thoſe of a lower claſs, who are often found even 
gaming and tipling in private ale-houſes: If the gentleman ſhould 
mean ſuch, whom our bleſſed Saviour and his apoſtles have foretold 
ſhould be in theſe laſt times Matt. xxiv. 24. Jude 18, &c.) and in 
various parts of the New Teſtament, are thus deſcribed ; Fal/e prophets, 
—ravening ævelves, wil workers, —defpiſers of thoſe that are good, — 
traitors, heady, = high-minded,—earthly,—ſenſual,—dcceitful,—mu"mur- 
ers, —complainers —ſcoffers,—boaſters, —having not the Spirit of God -* 
or in a word, if Mr. N. N. ſhould mean all thoſe private gentlemen, who 
hate the light becauſe their deeds are evil; I have no objection to his aſſer- 
e Fn -- tion 
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tion; ſuch private clergymen, I alſo N were never naue! 
with ſuch a commiſſion. 

But if Mr.. N. N. ſhould mean thoſe clergymen, bs By though they are 
not dignified with rich livings, or diſtinguiſhed with pompous titles; 
yet have the word of Chriſt dwelling richly in them, and ate minifters, 
not merely of the letter which killeth, but of the ſpirit which quick- 
neth: If he ſhould mean thoſe who neither have, expect, or deſire 
ſuch honour, as my Lord, his Grace, his Eminency, his Holineſs; but 
yet can truly ſay that Jeſus is their Lord and God, are eminent in the 
gifts and graces of his bleſſed Spirit, and are perfecting holineſs in the 
fear of God: If, I ſay, the Gentleman ſhould mean ſuch private cler. 
gymen as theſe, I muſt beg leave to tell him, herein I am not of his 
judgment, L cannot find in all the Bible, but theſe (though they ſhould 
be as poor as the apoſtle Peter when he ſaid, Silver and gold have I 
nne, or be found with the apoſile Paul miniſtring to their own neceſ. 


ſities by their manual labours) have as extenſive a commiſſion to preach 


as the moſt wealthy Prelate: becauſe they can truly ſay, that word 
of reconciliation, God avas in C brift reconciling the world unto binſelf; 
God hath not only committed unto us, but alſo (Seherog is di] 
2 Cor. v. 19. Put in us, and woe unto us if we preach not! But what 
need many words, in fo clear a caſe ; Biſhops, Arch-biſhops, Cardi. 
nals, and even the Pope himſelf, decide it in our favoars: - their conſtant 
uniform, well-known conduct proclaims as it were with a noverint uni- 


dert, © we are quite ine that the _ clergy ſhould ones as of- 


ten, and as much as we.? 
The principles advanced by Mr. NV. MN. being now conldered, 


weighed, and found wanting; Chriſt ſtrengthning, we ſhall alſo con- 
ſider his reaſoning. Whilſt (faith he) the apoſtles remained together at 
© ſeruſalem, they managed the affairs of the church conjointly; but up- 
© on their ſeparation and diſperſion, their powers were divided. —How 


far, 6r in what ſenſe this may be true or falſe, with reſpect to the len- 
poral affairs of the Church, I am not at preſent called upon to conſider: 
the point under conſideration is the preaching of the everlaſting Goſ⸗ 
pel. And that lam bold to ſay, neither was nor is under the man- 
agement of man or men, but under the ſole direction of the great 
Shepherd and Biſhop of ſouls, through the powerful influences of his 
bleſſed Spirit. Tis he who gives to his apoſtles and miniſters notonly 
a general commiſſion, but alſo appoints their particular labours, and 
manages them in their reſpective ſtations. *T'was he whochoſe Paul (4s 


ix.) to bear his name before the Gentiles, and Kings, and the children 


of I/fracl. Twas he who (As xiii. 2.) ſaid, Separate me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work whereanto ] have called them,” So they being 
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( 13 ) 
feat forth by the Holy Ghoſt, before they were ſent by the church'or 
apoſtles, departed into Seleu/ia. Twas he who ſaid to the apoſtle Peter, 


' What God hath cleanſed, call not thou common; and to the deacon Phi: 
lip, Go near and join thyſelf to this chariet. *T'was he who ſent the one 


to preach the Goſpel to Cornelius, and his gentile friends: and the 


| other to the Æthiopian Eunuch, to the people of Samaria, Azotus, 


and other cities, and gave each to fulfil this his reſpective and parti- 
cular miſſion ; before the reſt, or if you pleaſe, the college of apoſtles, 
were even acquainted with it: and ſo far was even the moſt prejudiced 
and legal part of the church at Jeruſalem, from aſſuming to themſelves 
Chrift's prerogative, that when they heard Peter declare the manner of 
his miſſion, and the effect thereof, we read, that they held their peace and 
glorified God, Acts xi. 18. And not only ſo; but *twas he who ſometimes 
even coutradicted the wiſdom, and withſtood the will of the apoſtles - 
ſo that we read, he not only commanded Peter to go to Cornelius, 
contrary to his own will, and that of other circumciſed chriſtians, 
(4s xi. 2.) but alſo (4s xvi.) forbad Paul and Timothy (at that 


time) 10 preach the word in Afia: and afterwards when they aſſayed 


Go 1 conabantur, tentabant, endeavoured or attempted) to £0 ints 
Bithynia, the Spirit ſuffered them not, 1 5 
Having now fully proved, that the whole college of apoſtles conjointly 


did not manage the preaching of the Gaſpel: I think it will follow as 


a neceſſary conſequence, that no particular apoſtle was intruſted with 
ſuch authority. However, let us conſider, what Mr. V. M. hath to offer 
upon this head. * St. Paul (faith he) having converted the Corinthians, 
claims an authority over them, above all other teachers whatever.” 
1 Cor. iv. 15:) What authority? doth he enjoin them to hear no one 
preach but himſelf, or ſuch whom he ſhall depute? Nay, verily, he 
tells them, That whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, all are yours, 
(1 Cor. iii. 22.) and though Timothy might be deputed by him, it is 
plain that Apollos was not: for we find (42s xviii.) that he wvas born 
at Alexandria, a city of Æypt in Africa; far from Tarſus, a city of Ci- 
licia in Aſia Minor; and that knowing only the baptiſm of John, at 
that time, he mu be unknown not only by Paul, but by all the apo- 
ſtles; but being thus far in/frufed in the way of the Lora, in the ab- 
ſence and after the departure of Paul, he came to Epheſus; and being 
fervent in ſpirit, mighty in the ſcriptures, and an eloquent man, without 
any deputation from Paul, he /pake and taught diligently in private, 
and began to ſpeak boldly in the Synagogue, the things of the Lord; whom 
when Aquila and Priſcilla, Paul's companions, friends, and fellow 


labourers, had heard, ſo far were they frem deſpiſing or rejecting the 
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gift bf God which was in him, becauſe he was not more deeply ac- 
quainted. with the myſteries of the kingdom of God, that having heard 

him, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the vny of God 
e and not only they received him, but, chen he avas 
diſpoſed to paſe into Achaia, in which region Corinth was, the brethren 
wrote conjointly, exhorting the diſciples to receive him, <who when he ca 
ome, he helped them much who had believed through grace ; ſo that here 
is a plain undeniable” inflance, of a preacher of the Goſpel, who 
hitherto: was neither managed, nor directed, either by a particular 
apoſtle, - or the whole college of apoſtles conjointly.” | 
Moreover, notwithſtanding the apoſtle Paul in his firſt epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, reproves the Bigots and Schiſmatics on both ſides, yer he 
finds no fault with Apollos, for preaching: but acknowledges 
the gifts and grace of God, that was in him, by declaring him, 
as well as himfelf, to be *a miniſter of Chrift, by whom the Corin- 
thinns believed; (1 Cor. ii. 5.) and fo far was he from thinking, 
that he was not in the true æbay, or the true away in him, becauſe he 
preached without a deputation from him, that I am perſuaded he 
could with with Moſes on a like occaſion, that all the Lord's people 
Were prophets, (Numb. xi. 29.) or could fay with a greater than Moſes, 
he that is not againſt us is for us. (Luke ix. 50.) Nay, doth not he 
himſelf plainly tell us (Phil. i. 14-) many of the brethren in the Lord 
avaxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to ſpeak the word avith- 
ent fear ; ſome indeed preach Chrit even of envy and firife, and ſome alſo 
, good avili. The one preach Chriſt of contention not fincerely, ſuppoſing 
to add offiition to my bonds : But the other of love, knowing that I am jet 
for the defence of the Goſpel. What then? notauithſtanding every way, 
evhether in pretence or in truth, C Drafts is e and I therefore do re- 
joice, yea, and æuill rejoice. _ 

Since then the apoſtle Paul tells the Corinthians, that all the ne 
of Chriſt are theirs, ſince he informs them (1 Cor. xii. 4.) that though 
they have di venſcties of gifts, yet it is the ſame Spirit, who hath given 
them for the perfecting of the ſaints, for the edi ification of the body of Chriſt. 
(Eph. iv. 12.) Since therefore he permits them to enjoy, not only the 
wiſdom of a Paul, but alſo the plainneſs of a Cephas, and eloquence of 
Apollos ; ſince he even rejoices becauſe Chriſt is preached, whether 
in pretence or truth, *tis clear to a demonſtration, that the apoſtle 
claims no ſuch lordſhip over their faith, as to forbid them to hear any 
miniſter of Chriſt, becauſe not deputed by him. What then is the au- 


thority which the apoſtle claims over the Corinthians, above all other 
teachers whatſoever ? for an anſwer to this queſtion, Mr. V. V. refers 
us to, (1 Cor. iv. 15.) though you have ten thouſand infiruers i in Chriſt, 


yet 


(a). 

get have ye nat many fut bent; for in Chriſt Jaſis I hawg begattin you through 
the Goſpel. Juſt ſo could Philip the deacon have ſaid to the Eunuch, 
to the believers at Azotus, or to any other church, which in a mini- 
ſerial ſenſe, was planted by him. Juſt ſo may any miniſter of Chriſt 
even now, fay to thoſe, who have under his miniſtry been awakened 
out of the ſleep of nature, and ſavingly brought to Jeſus Chriſt, where. 
ſoever they were born, bred, or dwell; and not only ſo, but to an aC. 
ſembly of this kind, I readily allow he may fo ſpeak, as no other hu- 
man teacher can whatſqever. Since he hath begotten them in Chriſt 
Jeſus through the Goſpel, he may therefore, exhort them 10 be fillbavers 
of him as be is of Chriſt; he may, with peculiar authority, reprove 
whatſoever is diſorderly. amongſt them; he may viſit the diſobedient 
with a red, and command the reſt to have no fellowſhip. with them. 
In a word, he may ſay, FI be not an apoſtle unto others, doubtleſs I am 
to you, for the ſcal of mine apoſtleſbip are ye in the Lord, But at the ſame 
time, that he can declare, that they have not many fathers, he will 
readily with the apoſtle grant, that they, may have many in/rudors. 

Having naw, conſidered what Mr. N. N. hath advanced from 
ſcripture, and I think clearly ſhewn that it doth not at all an- 
{wer his purpoſe; I am next to follow him into the vaſt and perplex- 
ing wilderneſs of human traditions, in order to weigh what he hath 
dug from thence. And here he tells us As to preaching in particu- 
lar, it was in the: firſt place the office of the Biſhops, and common- 
© ly diſcharged by them; and whenever Preſbyters were entruſted 
„with. it, it was ſtill (as Mr. Bingham hath proved) but a grant 
< of the Biſhops; and Preſpyters did it by their authority and com- 
miſſion, and whenever. Biſhops. ſaw juſt reaſon to forbid them, 


© they had power to limit or withdraw. their commiſſion.” As to the 


office of preaching, I think it is now pretty plain that it is not very 


commonly diſcharged. by Biſhops, and will Mr. N. N. ſuppoſe, that 


they all do not underſtand eccleſiaſtical antiquities. as well as Mr, Bing- 
ham ? Or will he imagine, that ſo fienuous: an aſſerter of epiſco- 

pal power and authority, ever intended to reprehend ſo many right 
reverend and molt reyerend Fathers? No man ſufficiently acquainted 
with the character of Mr. Bingham and his writings, will, I believe, 
dare. to aſſert it. Beſides, doth -he not in the very book and chapter 
quoted by, Mr. N. N. introduce St, Jerom, aſking this. queſtion? 


What is it that a Biſhop does more than a Preſbyter, ſetting. aſide 


the buſineſs, of ordination?” And at the ſame time, doth. not he 
tell us, that St. Chryſoſtom ſpeaks to the fame purpoſe when he 


fays, «Biſhops are ſuperior ta them only in the power of ordination, 


. 


« and oy that one thing more than they. * If they bee only that 


one thing more than they, then it is plain, that a Preſbyter, as ſuch, 
hath à power 10 preach as extenſive as that of a Biſhop, and is not oc- 
caſſonally entruſted therewith ; conſequently Mr. N. N. muſt either have 

miſrepreſented Mr. Bingham, or Mr. Bingham muſt have contra: 
dicted himſelf. If the former be true, Mr. Bingham's teſtimony is clear- 
Iy for us: if the latter, and he ſhould be found equally to prove both 
fides of the queſtion, then his anthority is here equal to nothing ; and 
in this "caſe at leaſt,” not worth the citing. © But however, had not 
« the biſhops power to limit or withdraw the commiſſion of Preſby-. 
« ters whenever they ſaw juſt reaſon?” If the Preſbyters only had a 
commiſſion from man, it is more than probable, the biſhops might ſee 
juſt reaſon to limit or withdraw their commiſſion, and alſo might have 
power ſo to do; but if their commiſſion was really from God as well as 
from man, if they not only had common gifts, but were clean, through 
the word of Chriſt ſpoken to them; and had the word of reconciliation 
dwelling in their hearts; then I am firmly perſuaded, the biſhops 
could ſee no ut reaſon to limit or withdraw it, . Becauſe the gifts and 
« callings of God (with reſpect to the elect) are without repentance.” 
But if they ſhould endeavour to limit or forbid their preaching without 
a ju reaſon, then with Peter and John they might boldly fay, M he- 
ther it be right in the fight of God, to hearken unto you more than God, 
Judge Jt ; . aue cannot but Speak the N which aue have feen and 
_— 

But now with Mr. N. N. to come nearer to our own times. In 
iv form of ordering of deacons he tells us we are taught «That it 
« appertaineth to the office of a deacon to preach, if he be admitted 
< thereto by the biſhop. And therefore without the biſhop's licence he 
has no commiſſion to preach at all.” Here again, I muſt beg leave 
to tell Mr. N. N. I cannot ſubmit to his judgment. For iſt, A true 
miniſter of Chrift, be he called a deacon, prieſt, or preſbyter, hath a 
commiſſion to preach, before the biſhop and elders give him any at 
all; a commiſſion ſo neceſſary that without it all others are nothing 
worth; and therefore as a previous queſtion, the biſhop aſks, Do you 
eruft that you are inwardly moved hy the Holy Ghoſt, to tale upon you this 
office and miniſtration, to ſerve God for the promoting of his glory, and the 
edsfying of his people ? This commiſſion given him by the chief Shep- 
herd-and Biſhop of ſouls, as we have already proved, extends to every 


man: and agreeable to this commiſſion, the deſire of every true mini- 
fer of Chriſt is conſiſtent with the pious and catholic prayers of our 


| Church in the Ember Weeks; as much as poſſible lieth in him both by 


his 


1 

his ® life and doAtrine to ſet forward the ſalvation of all men.” 2dly, 
After prayer and ſupplication made by the Church, and due exami- 
nation and impoſition of hands by the Biſhop and Elders, the exami- 
ners having found no reaſon to believe that the examined is not ins 
 ewardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt, to miniſter unto the people in the 
name of Jeſus, or to doubt the truth of his commiſſion from God, 
the Biſhop gives him his Letters of Orders, upon the exhibition where- 
of, with the conſent of the ſettled preacher, he hath alſo the Biſhop's 
authority to preach to any congregation in his dioceſe, as Mr. N. N. 
may learn from the goth canon. zdly, If the perſon ordained have 
a call to ſettle in any particular congregation, \then the Biſhop gives 
him his Letters of Licente; hereby he is impowered not only as a 
ſettled preacher to officiate, but alſo to demand his annual ſalary, 
which in his letters of licence is always particularly ſpecified. Hence 
then, it appears ; that the Church of England is not of ſuch a poor 
narrow contracted ſpirit, as Mr. N. N. would make us believe; ſhe 
doth not, as that gentleman affirms, expreſsly limit the commiſſion 
of a Goſpel preacher only to one congregation, ſhe believes that his 
commiſſion extends to all; otherwiſe how could ſhe pray in faith, 
that by life and doctrine he may ſet forward the ſalvation of all. She 
doth not, as Mr. N. N. ſuppoſes, impower her Biſhops to prevent, 
hinder, reſtrict or limit any miniſter of Chriſt, in preaching the ever- 
laſting Goſpel. But ſhe, as it were, charges them as much as in them 
lieth, to allow, encourage, exhort, help them, to be inſtant in 
c ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, to warn every man, by their life, preach- 
< ing, writing; or, in ſhort, to make full proof of their mini- 
ſtry.“ And not only ſo; but if the examinant and examiners cannot a- 
gree; if the one ſaith, be believes he is inwardly moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt, and the others believe he is not; or if a miniſter of Chriſt 
cannot conſcienciouſly ſubſcribe the articles and terms propoſed ; our 
mild and gentle Legiſlature, not willing to tyrannize over the faith, 
or wound the conſcience of the one. or the other, in ſuch a caſe hath 

wiſely provided, on the one hand, not cruelly to compel her biſhops 

or preſbyters to lay hands upon any whom they eſteem improper 

perſons : but, on the other hand, conſidering the fallibility of men, and 
that not only elders and biſhops, but even general councils, (Art. 21.) 
and churches, (Art. 19.) may err; and knowing, that if any counſel 
er work be only of man, it will come to nought, but if it be of 
God, that it cannot poſſibly be overthrown : leſt therefore they ſhould 
haply be found to fight againft God, if the examinant or miniſter can 
produce or exhibit a ſufficient number of witneſſes who believe * 


is {ent of God, to this office and minifry, then. by virtue of the act of 
toleration, a licence is granted him, whereby, in his miniſtry of the 
everlaſting Goſpel, he is intitled to the protection of the civil power. 
But, however, ſaith Mr. N. V. The prieſt ordained, hath made 
+ a ſolemn promiſe, by the help of God, to ſubmit to the godly 
« judgments of his ordinary, and other chief miniſters: And to 
which I anſwer, true; but not to their ungadly judgments: and if any 
ſhould ſay, who muſt be judge, which judgment is godly, and which 
ungodly ? I reply with the church, Article zoth, the written word 
of God: It is not lawful, faith ſhe, for any one to ordain any thirg 
« contrary thereto ; z neither may any one ſo expound one place of 
« ſcripture, that it be repugnant to another. Agreeable to that of 
St. Paul, All ſcripiure is given .by inſpi ration of God, and is profitable 
For doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for inflrudtion in - righteouſneſs ; 
that the man of Cod may be perfect, throughly furniſhed to all good works. 
(2 Tim. iii. 16, 17.) But if one ſhould ſay, how ſhall I rightly un- 
derſtand the ſcripture? I anſwer; 1f any man lack auiſdom, let him 
humbly, but confidently a/e of God ub giveth to all men liberally and 
1%braideth not. (James i.) But what if I have aſked again and again, 
and yet think I am more ignorant, ſtupid, vile than ever ? Then it is 
plain to me, the Giver of Wiſdom hath already heard thy prayer: 
E cœlo deſcendit vd di eb, know thyſelf comes down from heaven; 
continue then to aſk, ſeek, knock; thou calleſt upon God, call alſo 
upon Jeſus who is made unto us Viſdom, he ſhall ſend thee the pro- 
miſed comfarter the Holy Spirit of Truth, whereby thou ſhalt behold 
wonderous things out of his law, and be filled with-Righteouſneſs, 
Peace and Joy.—* But is there not a ſpirit of enthuſiaſm, error, deluſion, 
* as well as the Holy Spirit of God? How ſhall I diſtinguiſh ?” Juſt as 
thou wilt diſtinguiſh the godly and ungodly judgments of men, to the 
law and to the teſtimony, if they abide not that bar there is no light 
in them; believe not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits by the touch- 
ſtone of God's written word, particularly by the marks laid down 
by the beloved and loving apoſtle John in his firſt epiſtle, hereby 
thou qwilt know the ſpirit of truth and the ſpirit of error. But do not 
Wicked men, and even the devil himſelf ſometimes quote, and cover 
themſelves with ſcripture? What then? The ſheep* ſhould not cal 
away their kin becauſe wolves ſometimes hide themſelves in it.” 
No! rather let us cry ſo much the more unto God, through the Son 
of his [os that in the light and 9 8 his bleſſed Spirit, with this 
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well becomes every chriſtian. 


1 „ 
mighty, ſharp two edged ſword, we may be able to hew afunder the 
ſnares of men or devils, by demonſtrating out of the ſcriptures, the 


things concerning themſelves. Of this ſword, we may ſay (as David 


did of Goliah's) there is none like it. With this confeſſors, martyrs, 
prophets, apoſtles, and even the great Captain of our Salvation him- 
ſelf, have fought and more than conquered. So that the godly reſolu- 
tion of that ſweet ſinger in our Iſrael, the divinely witty Mr. Herbert, 


Not ev'n a word or look, 
Will 1 approve or own; 
But by the model of thy book, 
Thy facred book alone. 


And | ſhould the j udgment or admonition of any chief miniſter, ordinary, 


 bGiſhop or arch-biſhop be plainly repugnant to the word of God, we are 


not enjoined by the ehurch to ſubmit or obey, but on the contrary, 
the true Head of the church hath taught us, to call no man on earth 
Rabbi, for one is our maſter, even Chriſt, and all aye are brethren. 

The principle and reaſoning of Mr. N. N. being, I think; ſufficiently 
proved erroneous, let us take a ſhort view of ſome of the dire effects which 
muſt neceſſarily follow upon a ſuppoſition that he herein was right and 


' I miſtaken.—Suppolſing then, with that gentleman, that a clergyman 


3s not in the true way or the true way in him, becauſe that he believes 
his commiſſion runs, preach the Goſpel to every creature, and thereby, 
contrary to the declared will of his biſhop: preaches to any who are 
willing to hear; whereſoever a door is open, muſt not this prove, 

Firſt, That our ſiſter church of Scotland, and all our Proteſtant diſ- 


ſenting brethren, are all to a man out of the true way? For did not 


their anceſtors ſhake off obedience to the declared will of their biſhops ? 
And ſo far are they their poſterity from being reform'd herein, that 
they acknowledge obedience to no human biſhop at all. And for 
this, (horreſco referens) according to Mr. N. N”s. terrible principle, 


Mr. Knox, Wiſhart, Welch, Rollock, Flavel, Sc. c. all glorious 


luminaries of the church, as well as all who tread in their ſteps, are 
damned. 


* Secondly, Muſt not Mr. N. N's. principle prove, that all our pious 


reformers in king Edward's days, and glorious Martyrs in queen 
Mary's, were all out of the true way ? For did not they all knowingly, 


willingly, and reſolutely diſobey the declared will of their biſhop of 
Rome. And ſor this, according to Mr. N. N's horrible reaſoning, 


honeſt Latimer, pious Hooper , and humble Bradford, with all their 
1 C 2 companions 
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companions a are alſo damn d. But this deſtruftive principle 8 not 
here. For, 
Thirdly, Since we, their children, continue in the ſame diſobedi- 
ence, abe are all out of the true way, and according to Mr. V. Nos 
popiſh and uncharitable way of reafoning, our deacons, prieſts, biſhops, 
arch-biſhops, commons, lords, and even George our dear and gra- 
cious King, not forgetting or excluding Mr. N. N. himſelf (if of 
the eftabliſhed church) are all in the ſame dangerous way of damna- 
tion.— But I am weary of viewing the diſmal conſequences which fol- 
low from ſuch an abſurd and uncharitable error. A word or two to 
Mr. N. N. and I have done. | 
And now, fir, according to your earneſt intreaty, I lov, I "TY 
through divine aſſiſtance, ſeriouſly weighed and conſidered, the re- 
flections you thought proper to lay before me; and to every unpre- 
judic'd and unbiafs'd reader, I think they muſt appear unreaſonable, 
3 and uncharitable. Not, fir, that I ſuppoſe you thought 
them ſuch at the time you wrote them, it is more than poſſible that 
you imagin'd at leaſt, as you yourſelf inform us, that they were wrote 
with a ell. auiſbing mind; for what ſo deceitfyl as the heart of man? 
However, ſince it hath pleaſed God, by the light of his unerring 
word, to manifeſt that they are but a viperous brood ; ſuffer a poor 
fellow ſinner, earneſtly to entreat you, for the love of Chriſt, and in 
compaſſion to the ſouls of men; publicly to revoke, recant, renounce, 
them; ſay with Ambroſe, Humanum eff errare, ſed diabolicum perſeverare 3 
and with Auguſtine, © Errare poſſum, hæreticus eſſe nolo.” Or if that 
impudent thing, commonly called ſhame, will not ſuffer this public 
renunciation, at leaſt for your own ſake, and even for ſhame, be 
ſilent, becauſe you will find it hard to kick againſt the pricks ; and 
even a poor heathen poet can tell you, 


| Cauſa patrocinio non bona pejor erit. 
Ia Me. Chronicles, for ChrifPs ſake, 
Mr. N. N.,, bunbl fervan, 
and your conſtant reader. 
5 cnnRISTIANUs. 


N. B. No anſwer appearing to this; for further illuſtration, I 
wrote the following, but the Editor for reaſons beſt known to himſelf, 
did not chuſe to inſert it, 

7 


— 
LETTER III. | 
7; the Editor of the Chronicle. 
h Dec. 
84 1760 


T5 Principles advanced by Mr. N. N. in your paper of Feb. 
. 23d, have, I humbly hope, May 24th and 27th, met with a 
proper anſwer. There, according to the judgment of many, it hath 
been clearly proved, that a Clergyman's commiſſion to preach is not, 
as that gentleman imagined, confined within the narrow limits of 
one particular congregation ; ; but that it extends to every creature; and 
that as much as in him lieth, he is called to /e forward the Salvation 
of all nen. There it hath been ſhewn from ſcripture and reaſon, 
that he is not bound implicitly to obey the declared will of any dig- 


nified doctor: But that in Chriſt Jeſus he hath the privilege of bring. 


ing man's will to the touch-ſtone of God's unerring Word, and if it 
abide not the trial to diſregard or withſtand it. 'This, Sir, you know 
is the Controverſy which Chriſtianus, a Clergyman, hath lately been en- 
gaged in; this is the cauſe he (through mercy) hath had the honour 
to plead before all that read your uſeful paper. And fince it is the 
cauſe of God, of Truth, and of Chriſtian Liberty; yea, ſince it hath 
been proved to be the cauſe of our King, our Country, and all Pro- 
teſtants in general; I believe it will not be unacceptable to many of 
your readers, if, through divine aſſiſtance, we yet! . illuſtrate it, 
; by deſcending to a few particulars. 


Let us ſuppoſe then (for what hath been, poſſibly may be,) a 
chief miniſter or dignified clergyman thus to beſpeak his curate. I 


do not, Sir, approve of your preaching this doctrine of original 
ſin.—of ſalvation by grace, —of ſpiritual conviction of ſin,.—of juſtifi- 
cation by faith, —of imputed righteouſneſs, —of regeneration and 
ſanctification by the ſpirit, —of aſſurance of ſalvation; and ſuch- like 
puritanical, methodiſtical doctrines; for hereby you diſturb a quiet 
neighbourhood, fill the Church with canting diſſenters and mad en- 
thuſiaſts, diſpleaſe my patron, diſguſt many of my rich pariſhioners, 
and, as it were, turn every thing topſy-turvy. My admonition there- 
fore 1 15, that you no longer puzzle the * with ſuch abſtruſe myſ⸗ 


teries, 


6 Collect for the Ember weeks, 


4 
1 
. 

14 


1 
| 
4 
| 
1 
1 
1 


OS 
— en ages 


( 24 ) 


- tories, and extempore effuſions ; but that you-only preach plain moi 
rllity, as I have done; and then all will be eaſy and quiet again. 
Moreover, I will that yoga keep no company with them who preach, 
hear, or approve ſuch doctrines, for thereby you diſgrace your rector, 
nr your friends, and hinder your own preferment. And laſtly 

take heed that you bring up no new diſorderly cuſtoms ; preach at no 
» time but for about half an hour on Sunday in the forenoon, and in no 
place but within the conſecrated limits of a decent church pulpit. If, 
Sir, you obey theſe my admonitions I am ftill your friend; but if not, 
then no longer are you my curate.” =——To ſuch an antiſcriptural, and 
therefore ungodly admonition, I think his curate, quite conſiſtent with 


wp character of a miniſter of Chriſt, might! in a eek and loving man- 


ner thus reply. + 

In matters indifferent, I may, tr, ought, and am willing to ſubmit 
to your judgment: but in matters of faith and conſcience, I can ſol- 
low no man further than I am convinced; for at the great day of ac- 
counts, I muſt be judged by mine own confcience and not another's. 
If you think my conſcience be miſinformed (as carnal reaſons with 
me are not ſufficient motives) ſhall ac'znowledge it as a favour, if you 
will help: to reQify, what you think the error of conſcience from the 
written word of - God.—But that you offer nothing from thence it is 
no marvel ; becauſe bleſſed be my God, that impartial and unerring 
judge, plainly and clearly gives ſentence for me. For as to the doc- 


trine ef original fin: hath not David informed us, that ave were ſha- 


Fen in fin and conctived in iniquity ? and Paul gives us the reaſon there- 
of. By one man's offence, judgment came upon all CN 76 condemnation. 
And again, By one man fin entered, and death by fin, and ſo death paſſed 


pon all men, for that all have finned ? and doth not our bleſſed Redee- 
mer teach us; that out of the depraved, corrupt, deceitful, deſpe- 


ately wicked heart of man, proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulterits, 


fornications, thefts, falſe-avitne/s, blaſphemies ? But what. need I men- 
tion particular ſcriptures ? All ſcripture given by inſpiration of God, 
is a clear proof of this inconteſtible doctrine. For if man by nature 
be not born in fin and a child of darkneſs ; ; What need of the word to 
be a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path? What need of that 
fare word of prophecy, to be as a light ſhining in a dark place, until the 
day dawn, and day ſlar ariſe in our hearts? So that this doctrine I 
think may be juſtly termed, Articulus fantis aut cadentis eccleſig, And 
not only ſcripture, but the diſordered natural, as well as moral world, 
and above all, the man who is ſo fallen as to deny it, are Iamentable, 
but glaring proofs of undoubted verity. 

And 


(23) 
And a as to the doctrine of Salvation by Grace; it hence follows, that if 
an be ſaved at all, it muſt be as the apaltle Paul ſaith, aot hy works of 
righteouſneſs which we have done, but by God's free Grace and Mercy: for 
an once dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, is not only indebted, but inſolvent, 
not only ungodly, but ſtripped of all his ſtrength: And to ſay to ſuch 
a one, pay the debt thou haſt contracted, and reſtore to thyſelf God's 
image; is juſt * as reaſonable as to ſay to a poor Feſo de Je, true, chou 
haſt ſlain thyſelf, but however raiſe thyſelf to life again. . 
As to the doctrine of " ſpiritual conviction of [in ; 1 grant, chas the man- 
yer and meaſure of this conviction, may be different, but that ſome de. 
gree thereof 1s neceſſary, I conceive is a ſcriptural, as well as a reaſon- 
able doctrine; for doth not our Savjaur tell us (John xvi. 8.) that the 
Holy Spirit, when he is come, will. reprove, or (e Convince 
the evorld of in! Did not Saul of Tarſus experience this conviction, 
when Chriſt ſpake to him, not only with an outward voice, but alſo 
with an in ward and ſpiritual power? Saul, Saul, Why perſecuteſt thou . 
me? Inſomuch, that now trembling and aſtoniſhed he called upon Jeſus, 
and by teaſon of the pangs of this conviction, was. three days and 
three nights not eating or drinking any thing. Did not the tremb- 
ling goaler alſo experience this conviction, when he cried.; out, Sirs, 
What muſt I do to be ſaved? And did not the apoſtles alſo preach this 
doctrine of conviction? Hear the apoſtle Peter charge the Jews at 
Jeruſalem with crucifying the Lord of Life, till being pricked in 
their hearts they cried out, Men and brethren what ſhall awe do ? Hear 
alſo the apoſtle Paul, reaſoning before the Roman governor, of 
Righteouſneſs, Temperance and Judgment to come, inſomuch that 
Felix trembled and faith, For this time go thy way: Read allo his 
Epiſtles ; The lazy, ſaith he, is our ſchoolmaſter (eig Xęigor) fo Chrift :=- 
Ht is given that "the offence might abound :;—It comes to the con- | 
ſcience, * that fin may appear what it is, exceeding ſinful.— And 
with reſpect to his on particular, he tells us (Rom. vii.) That once he 
vas alive, that is, as he thought, had much wiſdom, virtue, ſtrength, 
avithout the law, that is, without a ſpiritual knowledge of its ſpiritual 
meaning; hut when the commandment, that is the law, came, viz. in its 
ſpiritual meaning by the convincing power of God, . 7m revived and 1 
dies, that is, my inbred ſin appeared, all my imaginary ſtrength and 
virtue died away. I faw myſelf to be indeed dead in fin, and obnoxi- 
ous to the pains of death eternal. — And as this doctrine of conviction, 
is a ſcriptural doctrine, ſo alſo, upon due conſideration, will it be 
found to be a reaſonable and neceſſary doctrine: For who amongſt us 


we ever W x 2Pp1ying t to a phyſician, or 1 taking phyſic and 
: " medicines, 
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aeg i he thinks be is free from leaſe? : Therefore e 
e preach (faith Cyprian) unto a man, the grace of Chriſt, before 
« he is humbled with a fight of his wants, is as mere loſt labour as to 
<« offer light to a blind man, to ſpeak to a deaf man, or to labour to 
ct make a brute beaſt wiſe.” Ne. /ay, ſaith our Saviour to the Phariſees, 
wwe ſes, therefore your fin remaineth.—Again, ſuppoſing a phyſician ſhould 
heal us of a dangerous diſeaſe, ' without making us ſenfible of our 
cure or danger; by fuch a method, what gratitude could there be ex- 
cited in the patient? or what honour given to the phyſician ? But 
Chriſt, our ſpiritual phyſician, not only heals the ſick, but alſo makes us 
truly ſenſible of our ficknefs: fo that he having done much for 
us, we have abundant reaſon to give him his due praiſe. 
And as to the doctrine of juſtiſication, however abuſed or miſunder- 
| flood by the carnal and unawakened part of mankind, ſuch who have 
| been taught it in the ſchool of experience by the Holy Ghoſt, and 
can ſay (with Luther) eln mine heart this one article reigneth, even 
« the faith of Chriſt, from whom, and unto whom, all my divine ſtu- 
« dies have recourſe to and through continually.” Theſe not only 
| know and feel that it Na doctrine full of Godly comfort, but alſo ſo 
} hold and expound it, as to ſhew the uſe and harmony of all the ſcrip- 
| | tures which mention this important point.—Thus when we read (Rom. 
| itt. 24.) that we are juſtified freely By God's grace, hereby we are in- 
ſtructed that the Foural, or firſt and impulſive cauſe of our juſtifi- 
cation, is the free grace of God the Father. Tis he who loved us 
avith'an everlaſling love : And therefore, hath he choſen us (before 
time) and drawn us in time unto his Son. (Fer. xxxi. 3. Eph. i. 4.) 
It is he, who, according to the good pleaſure of his will, hath predeſti- 
nated us unto the adoption of children by Jeſus Chriſt to himſelf. In 
a word, it is he who in the covenant of redemption gave us to the Son, 
promiſed him that we ſhould have grace and glory, and the God, that 
hath promiſed before the world began, cannot lie. ¶ Titus i. 2.) Qh! 
may we adore his grace, and bleſs his mercy. Again, ſometimes we 
read, That by the righteouſneſs of one the free gift is come unto juſtifica- 
rion of I ze. (Rom. v. 18.) and that we are juſtiſied by his Blood. (Rom. 
v. 9.) Hereby we are taught, that the meritorious cauſe of our juſtiſi- 
cation, is the righteouſneſs and death of Jeſus Chriſt, or as our church 
expreſſes it, (Art. 11.) that awe are accounted righteous before God only 
for his merits, who is God-man and every way adequate to the work of 
man's redemption. Yea, he is very God begotten from everlaſting of 
his Father; and therefore the Son of God, by a filiation peculiar to 
himſelf: He is the brightneſs of his Father's glory, the expreſs Image 
| | of 


RE 
of his perſon; his eternal wiſdom, his word, and effedual might: 
All things were made by him, and by him all things conſiſt. Him 
the church militant and triumphant; angels and arch- angels; cheru- 


bim and ſeraphim, and all the company of heaven, do love, praiſe, 


worſhip. He thought it no robbery to be equal with God, becauſe he js 
God over all bleſſed for ever. (Rom. ix. 5.) And he is alſo very nan: 
for in the fullneſs of time, according to the counſel of his Father and 
the prophecies concerning him, he took upon him our nature: He 
was made of a woman, made under the law; fulfilled its precepts, 
and paid its demands; yea, for us was he manifeſted ia the fleſh ; for 
us he toil'd, ſweat, ſuffered ; for us he was tempted, agonized, bled, 
died; for us he roſe, conquer'd, triumph'd, aſcended ; and for us 
the God-man Chriſt Jeſus, is ſet down at the right hand of power, 
where he ever lives making interceſſion for us. | | 

Oh ! let us here ſtop a little, and a while view and admire this. 
amazing myſtery, this divine philanthropy ! Here let us make a ſo- 
lemn pauſe, and ſince all language fails; let expreflive filence, aud 
buſy contemplation muſe the praiſe of our dear Immanuel.—Here let 
us adore this goodneſs, infinite and immenſe ;# this ſtupendous Grace; 
this mere Mercy; this Love that paſſeth knowledge; this exact juſtice ; 
this conſummate wiſdom ; this wonder ſo divine Vea, here let us 
fall down and own that neither man nor angel can fully comprehend, 
the length, and breadth, and depth, and height of the love of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus; | the unſcarchablè riches of his Grace in our dear 
Redeemer. - - | 1 . 

Oh ſtupendous Grace! and conſummate Wiſdom! none but the 
nature of God offended, could fitly reconcile man to God, none but 
the nature of man; which had ſinned, could ſo tenderly ſympathize 
with man's infirmities, or july and properly ſuffer for fin. He is the 
one fit and proper mediator between God and man, ' becauſe he is well 
acquainted with the nature of both. He i. the one propitiation, every 
way ſufficient for our ſins; for as he is very and perfect Goa, he gives 


. an infinite value to the ſacrifice; and as he is very and perfect man, he 
could moſt juſtly and properly ſuffer for ſin.— As man, he had a power 


to lay down his life, and as Goa, he had a power to take it again. 
Cod could not ſuffer or die; man could not ſatisfy or rife; but what 
could not God-man ? Here, and here only, our God can hold all his 
glorious Attributes inviolable, and juſtify believing ſinr ers. In Jeſus, 
Mercy and Truth meet together, Righteouſneſs and Peace kits each 


other. 5 ; u! 
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Oh?! obodnels, Infinite and immenſe! Immanuel dies to ſatisfy 5 1. 5 
flexible Truth, and impartial jaſtice; ; the ſinner lives to ſing of free | 
Grace, and ſovereign Mercy: Sin is puniſhed in the ſoul and body of 
Jefus ; that the ſinner might be intitled to faith, holineſs and heaven. 
| Chrift wwho Ene do no fin, wons made fen for us; that wve might be made the 
| | righteouſneſs of God in him: Yea, in him ſhall all the feed of Iſrael be 
| juſtified, (Ifa. xlv. 25.) and his righteouſneſs is unto all, end upon all 

that believe : So that this is the meritorious or formal cauſe of our juſtifica- 
tion, it is this which gives Mucr thereto, and entitles us to Grace and 
Glory. By which righteonſuefs, T do not underſtand his righteouſneſs 
as he is merely God, or that incommunicable holineſs of his divine nature, 
by virtue whereof, he hath a fight to equality with his Father, and to 
' glory from all eternity. Neither do I mean his righteouſneſs as he is 
merely man, or that righteouſneſs whereby his mere human nature, or 
the man Chriſt Jeſus hath a right to eternal life, by virtue of the cove- 
nant of works: but I mean his righteouſneſs as God man; that ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs, active and paſſive, which he as our Mediator, 
by fulfilling that ſingular law of a Redeemer ; hath perfectly wrought 
out, and ſurely brought in. That tighteoufiiefs he had no need of for him- 
ſelf, and which therefore he might communieate to his brethren, who 
had none of their own, whereby they could be ſaved. Tis this 
righteouſneſs which ſhields the believer from the curſe of the law, and 
defends him from the wrath of God; *Tis this, and not his own, 
which the apoſtle Paul O Phil. iii. 9.) defired to be found having on. 
And (as one juſtly argues) If Chriſt's righteoufneſs be not imputed, 
tis not accepted, if not accepted, tis not performed, and if not per- 
formed, there is no redemption by Jefus Chriſt.” 
Sometimes alſo, we read Chrift ro/e agnin for our juſtification: (Rom. 
iv. 25.) Hereby we are taught what ſome not improperly call the 
perfe#iwve canſe of our Juſtification : For as by dying in our ſtead, he 
Bore the curſe of che law; ſo by his riſing again, we, as it were, receive 
our acquittance from the hand of the judge. By his meritorious death 
and tighteoufnefs, he gave full ſatislaction to divine juſtice: By his 
feſurrection, juſtice publiſhed the acceptance thereof, and proclaimed 
the believer's diſcharge before men and angels. 
Again, ſometimes we read that.” are juſtiſied by the Spirit of Cod s 
(1 Cor. vi. 11.) Hereby we are taitght what is the cu ein er reveal 
ing cauſe of our juſtification : *Tis he who makes us truly ſenſible of our 
fin and danger; and of God's free Grace and Mercy: *Tis he who con- 
vinces us of our ſin. and Chri/7's righteouſneſs, of Satan's tyranny, and the 


Redeemer” $ conqueſt : 'Tis he who takes of the things which are freely 
given, 


Fa 
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given, ſhews. them unto us, and works that faith in our hearts, 
whereby we apply them to our own uſe and comfort; in a word: 
Tis he who leads us into truth, love, holineſs, heaven. And as Luther 
(writing upon the magnificat) hath well expreſſed it, 4 No man can 
« rightly underſtand God, or the word of God, unleſs he immedi- 


ce ately receive it from the Holy Spirit; neither can any one receive it 
E from the Holy Spirit, except he find it by experience in himſelf; and 


in this experience, the Holy Ghoſt teacheth as in his proper ſchool ; 
out of which ſchool, nothing is taught but meer talk.” | 
Again, ſometimes we read that abe are Juſtified by faith : (Rom. v.) 
Hereby we are taught, the. z»//rumental cay/e of our juſtification : | 
This js that precious gift of God through Chriſt, wrought in the 1 
heart of a poor ſenſible ſinner, by the bleſſed Spirit; whereby the ſoul [| 
apprehends Chriſt, with all his benefits, as revealed unto him by the 
Holy Ghoſt, and offered in the everlaſting Goſpel : This is that ſure | 
pra and filial ogg in God, that through the merits of Chi.. 
our fins are forgiven, whereby we ruſh into the embrace of God, and | 
cry, Abba Father: This is that divine inſtrument which lays holds on | 
Chriſt and his righteouſneſs, wherein the poor {inner ſtands rectus in 1 
curia, and whereof doth follow a loving heart, a holy life, a tri- io 
umphant death, and a never fading crown of eternal glory: This is { 
that heavenly jewel that. (ſine qua non) without which, it is impoſſi- Witt 
ble to pleaſe God, and without which, none are actually juſtified, ſanc- 155 
tified, or gloriſied; for he who is the faithful and true witneſs, hath | Þ 
teſtified, He that believeth not is condemned already; (John iii. 18.) 1f ye 
believe nat, ye ſpall die in your fins; (John viii. 24.) and if ye die in 
your fins, where I go ye cannot come; (John viii. 21.) This is that 
ſhield impenetrable, wherewith the weakeſt heliever ſhall be able to 
repel and quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. With this did 
Bernard fight and conquer, when in the hour of his death, being pre- 
ſented (as he thought) before the Lord's tribunal, and ſharply ac- 
cuſed by bis adverſary ; he goes out of himſelf, and runs to Chriſt : «I 
60 grant indeed, ſaith he, that (as thou objecteſt) I am unworthy, and by 
* no deeds of mine, can I merit eternal life; yet I know the Lord 
«Jeſus hath a double right to the kingdom of heaven; one by heri- 
60 tage, and another by conqueſt: The firſt is ſufficient for himſelf, 
the ſecond for me, ex cujus dauo jure illud mihi vendicans, non con- 
e finger. But what need I mention any particular chriſtian hero? 
Herewith prophets, apoſtles, martyrs ; and the holy church throughout 
all the world, have wrought righteouſneſs, endured hardſhips, con- 
guered enemies, and received promiſes : Tis this which aſſents to che 
S ea ks 


( 28 ) 
W of God, though never ſo improbable ; puts us upon duties 
ſeemingly unreaſonable, and enables to glory in tribulations apparently 
intolerable: Tis this which humbly owns, and joyfully declares ; Sal- 
vation from the three-fold foe, is not in works, not in faith, not in 
creatures: But that in the Three-one, God alone, it is ſure and ever- 
laſting: Tis this which gives glory to God, and brings peace unto 
man, which humbles the ſinner, and exalts the Saviour ; crying out 
in the dying language of that glorious martyr and pious biſhop Hooper; 
« Lord I am hell, but thou art heaven; I am a ſwill and a ſink of fin, 
e but thou art a gracious God, and a merciful Redeemer : The things 
« impoſſible with men, with thee are poſſible” „„ NO 
Once more; St. James tells us, (chap. ii. 24. that a man is juſti- 
fied by evorks and not by faith only. Hereby we are taught the declarative 
cauſe of our juſtification ; and that by good works, our faith is manifeſt- 
ed to be, not that poor, dead, fruitleſs, indigenous plant, ſtanding in 
natures garden; but that rich, living, pure, exotic; which is planted and 
watered by Grace divine. Hereby we may learn, not that St. James 
contradicts St. Paul, who faith, Ey the deeds of the Iaw ſhall no firſh 
living be juſtified in God's ſight ; (Rom. iii. 20.) but that they ſpake 
to different perſons, and therefore of juſtification in different reſpects. 
St. Paul had to do with ſelf-righteous phariſees, or ſelf-exalting lega- 
liſts, who in whole or in part, went about to eſtabliſh their own righte. 
ouſneſs, as the matter of their juſtification before God : St. Faines, 1 with 
{cl{-conceited Gnoſtics, and licentious Antinomians, who bragged of 
myſtery, and talked of faith in Chriſt, but walked like beaſts and 
devils. The one therefore proves that it is faith alone (and that the 
giſt of God) which apprehends that righteouſneſs, whereby we are 
Juſtified before God; in order to exclude the boaſting and eradicate 
the pride of man: the other, that this faith will produce good works, 
whereby we are juſtified before men, and therefore ſtrongly urges their 
neceſſity, as evidences of the Truth of faith, in order to ſtop the mouths 
of prattling hypocrites, and promote holineſs of heart and life. In'a 
word, ſo far are theſe two great apoſtles from diſagreeing, that I think 
they might be juſtly termed, Chriſt's two thunderbolts of war againſt 
Legality and Antinomianiſm: For they both clearly prove, that in 
the buſineſs of juſtification before God, faith and works are ſeparated ; 
but that in the lives of them who are juſtified, they are indiſſolubly 
joined. What therefore, God hath ſeparated, let not man put to- 
gether; and what he hath joined, let not man put aſunder. Works 
have no efficiency in our juſtification before God; but they may, 
ought, and will have 2 ——— 4 m them who are e already juſtifed. 
For 


. 


( 9 } 
For as a glorious champion of the Lord of hoſts, hath well teſtified, 
* It is altogether impoſlible, for true faith not to be employed, 


« about ſome good thing or other. It doth not ſtay to aſk, whether 


one ought to do good works? for it hath done them before one can 
« aſk, and is continually employed about doing good. He there- 
fore, who is deſtitute of ſuch good works, is certainly a faithleſs 


* 


epiſtolæ ad Ronianos.) 
And now to proceed: as to the doctrine of regeneration; however 
metaphorical the expreſſion, or unfaſhionable the Doctrine, give me 
leave, fir, to tell you, tis a metaphor properly declaring ſomething 


« man, or a downright unbeliever.” (Luther in Pref. Germ premiſſo 


vaſtly real and important; a do&rine founded on ſcripture and the 


fitneſs of things; and the various names it receives from the ſacred 
dracles, may help us a little to underſtand its nature and comprehend 
its meaning.—-Sometimes *tis called a new creation.—Sometimes, a 
new birth,—Sometimes, a renovation. — Sometimes, transformation. 
From all which, 'tis evident that regeneration is a change of the 
whole man, a tranſlation from darkneſs to light, from death to life, 
from fin to holineſs, from the power and kingdom of Satan, to the 
power of God and the kingdom of his dear Son. And that we 
may acknowledge the propriety of this metaphor, it may not be amiſs 
to compare the ſpiritual birth with the natural, in order to ſee how 
aptly the one reſembles the other. In the firſt generation then, we 
were begotten men, by the will of fleſh and blood: In the ſecond, 
chriſtian men by the will and ſpirit of God. In the firſt, our mortal 
father begat us, that we might ſurvive and ſucceed him: in the ſe- 
cond, our immortal Father, that we might glorify and enjoy him for 
ever. By the firſt, we may ſay, to corruption, thou art my farben; and 
ro the avorms, ye are my brethren and filers : By the ſecond, we may 
ſay to God, thou art my Father, and to Chriſt, elect angels and 
ſaints, ye are my brethren. In the firſt, we were conceived and born 
in ſin, and conſequently heirs of wrath and damnation; but in the 
ſecond, wwe are the workmanſhip of God, new creatures in Chriſt ordain- 
ed to good works ; and conſequently heirs of grace and glory.—Again, 
the firſt birth is not effected, without pangs, groans, cries; and 
ſometimes it will appear that the children are come to the birth where 
there is no ſtrength to bring forth: The ſecond alſo, is not perfected 
without ſorrow, wreſtling, agony: ſo that the children of God have 
been made to avarer their couch with tears, to cry as out of the belly 
of hell, to roar for the very diſquietneſs of their ſouls; and ſometimes 
even to give up all hope, and ſay, in their haſte, all men are lars. 5 
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the firſt, the fironger the pains, the nearer deliverance ; which when 
it is come; the child cries, friends are' glad, and parents rejoice : in 
the ſecond, the finner's extremity, is the Saviour's opportunity; and 
when he is come, his ſpirit in the heart cries, abba Father, the ſoul 
exults, and the church militant and triumphant adore, bleſs, praiſe.— 
The firſt, after a ſhort time of happy eaſe and reſt, is ſucceeded by 
ſome troubleſome after-pains : the ſecond alſo, after a ſhort time of 
peace and joy, is generally followed, by ſome ſharp tribulation and 
perplexing temptation, in which the Lord fupparts, and "_ of which 
he will deliver. 
And as the expreſſion is found to be exceeding proper, and the thing 
vaſtly real, ſo alſo is it abſolutely nece/ary for every one who ſhall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven. For that God is juſt, holy, pure, his 
works, his word, and the very conſciences of men, all declare : but 
that man by nature is unjuſt, unholy, and impure, we have already 
prov'd. Except then man be changed, he can never dwell with him 
who is of purer ex2s than to behold iniquity: He can never enter 
where every unclean thing is for ever excluded. No,—As ſoon ſhall 
Chriſt have concord with Belial, light have fellowſhip with darkneſs, 
and every other contradiction be entirely reconciled. —Again, the 
happineſs which God hath prepared for them that love him ; is not as 
the deluded Mahometans dream, of an earthly, ſenſual, but of a hea- 
venly, ſpiritual nature; for which the carnal and unregenerate man 
hath no taſte, no reliſh, no diſpoſition : ſo that except he be born again, 
and endu'd with ſpiritual ſenſes, he can never delight in thoſe rivers 
of pleaſures which are at God's right hand. No; ſooner ſhall the deaf 
be charm'd with melodious muſic, or the blind raviſh'd with light and 
colours; ſooner ſhall the ravenous wild beaſts, and the aerial choriſters 
delight to dwell together in the mighty ocean: Yea, ſooner ſhall all 
the finny race brouſe on the tops of mountains, and ſwim in the liquid 
ether: than the mere yori; animal man, underſtand, receive, love 
the things of God.—once mare; to deny the neceſſity of this real 
inward ſpiritual univerſal change; is to ſuppoſe the redemption of 
Chriſt incomplete, and the ſcripture but a cunningly deviſed fable : 
For ſince man by fin, hath contracted not only a debt to juſtice, but 
alſo a ſpiritual diſeaſe, and moral impurity, which renders him inſen- 
fible of his danger, and unfit for heaven: A mere pardon would be no 
more ſufficient for him; than at would be for a condemned malefactor, 
who labours under a raging mortiferous fever; which renders him 
ſenſeleſs for the preſent, and incapable of living *till the time of exe- 
eution. Hence it is, we read without W 40 nan 4 fee the Lord. 
And 
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tion. And if any, who /eez to be of theſe, ſhould depart from them, 


x | „ | 
And becauſe grapes cannot grow on thorns, or figs on thiſtles, withou 

regeneration no holineſs. Therefore, he who is the faithful and true 
witneſs hath declared, and that with a verily, verily, except a man be 
born of water and the ſpirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
Whereby (as a pious commentator well expounds it) our Saviour 
* taught Nicodemus, that the birth he ſpake of, was not natural but 


\ 


* ſpiritual, wrought in the foul by the ſpirit of God, whoſe working 


* is lite water, cleanſing, the foul from all finful defilement.” In a 
word, if God be pure, if Chriſt true, his redemption complete, and 
the joys of heaven ſpiritual; then is it neceſſary for man to be born 
again: and as ſoon ſhall the Almighty change the nature of things, re- 
verſe his irreverſible and eternal law, and revoke his irrevocable 


decree, as ſuffer an unregenerate man to enter the kingdom of hea- 


ven, or wear che crown of Glory. | | 


And as to the doctrine of 2/wance of Salvation, however ſtrange 


and preſum ptuous it may appear to a blind and carnal mind; and not- 
withſtanding, there may be various degrees thereof: I think I may 
venture to ſay, it is a doctrine founded in the verity of the triane God, 
defended by eminent faints, and to all who feel in themſelves the 
workings of the Spirit of adoption, a doctrine full of godly comfort. 
For to theſe, God, even the Father hath promiſed, I vill newer 
ena be them nor for/ake them; and not only promiſed, but confirmed it 
with the greateſt oath, that he will newer fail them. To theſe, God 
the Son alſo ſpeaks, The Father him/elf hath Irved you.—Fear not, little 
flock, it is his good pleaſure to give you the kingdom.—— None fhall be able 
to pluck you out 'of his hands, —And of theſe, he plainly declares that 
none ſhall be able to deceive them, becauſe zhzy are his ſeep and hear 
his voice; he gives them eternal liſæ.— None ſhall be able to pluck them 
out of his hands,—They fhall never periſh. Yea, theſe are they whom 
God the Father hath given and drawn to the Son, and whom the Son 
will in no wiſe caſt out. Theſe are they, and not the world, for 
whom che So» hath made a parricular prayer, ęffectually fhed his 
precious blood, and to whom he is a fecal Saviour. Theſe are 
they, wh are my/ically ſet down with him in heavenly places, for 
whom lie prowalently intercedes above, and to whom he ſends his bleſſ- 
ed Spirit, that he may abide with them forever. Theſe are they, in 
whoſe heart, God the Holy Ghoſt writes the divine laws, and puts 
divine fear, that they may not depart therefrom. Theſe are they, 
whota he leads-iiito truth, and love, and holineſs. In ſhort, theſe are 
they whom he makes a abiling people, and /eals unto the day of redemp- 
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| the beloved diſciple John, who was well acquainted with the divine 


NY as clearly as language can expreſs it, hath given us this plain and 


infallible reaſon, they went out from us, but they were not of us; 


for if they had been of us, they would, no doubt, or as ſome read it; 
furely, have continued with us; but thry event out that they might be 
made manifeſt, that they were not all of us. (1 John ii. 19.) z.e. they 
were mt as St. Peter expreſſes it, born again of that incorruptible feed; 
the wword of God, which hveth and abideth for ever. Hence it is, that 
he exhorteth all profeſſors in general, zo give all diligence to make their 
calling and elefion ſure; and the houſe of Iſrael in particular, 20 now 
aſſuredly that Jeſus is both Lord and Chriff, Of this aſſurance, did the 
evangelical prophet 1/a:ah teſtify, (chap. xlv. 24.) ſaying, /urely one 
fall ſay in the Lord hawe 1 righteouſneſs and firength. Of this alſo the 
apoſtle Paul, when writing to the ſaints at Philippi, Being confident of 
this very thing, that he which had begun a good work in them, would 
perform it until the day of Jeſus Chrift. And again, in his epiſtle to the 
beloved at Rome; He is perſuaded that neither death, nor life, nor an- 
gels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things 10 


come, nor height, nor depth, nor ariy other creature ſhould be able to 


Separate them from the love of God in Chrift Feſus. Hence ſaith St. Ber- 
nard, © Propter hoc data ſunt ſigna quzdam manifeſtæ ſalutis, ut in- 
« dubitabile ſit, eum eſſe de numero electorum, in quo ea ſigna per- 
« manſerint. For this, certain evidences of manifeſt ſalvation are given 
« that it might be undoubted, that he is of the number of the elect, 

„in whom theſe ſigns are. And, as Auguſtine hath it, Non ar- 
« rogantia eſt ſed fides, non ſuperbia ſed devotio, prædicare quod 
« acceperis. Tis not arrogance, but faith; not pride, but devotion, 
* to proclaim what (evidences) thou haſt received.” Hence alſo, it 
was that in latter times, Antoninus Marinarius, hearing that the 
council of Trent, would not have a chriſtian to be certainly perſuaded 
of his ſalvation, boldly cried out, If heaven fall, if the earth vaniſh 
% away, if the whole world run headlong ; I will look to the good- 
« neſs of my God, and ſtand upright; and if an angel from heaven 
* ſhall labour to perſuade me otherwiſe, I will ſay Anathema to him.” 
Hence alſo, that we may come ſtill nearer to our own times, the wiſe 
compilers of our Liturgy, ſeruple not to declare that true communicants, 
ic are afſared of God's favour and goodneſs towards them :? And that 


* ſuch (Art. 17.) will at length by God's mercy, attain to ever- 


« laſting felicity.” So that, ſo far, is the man who hath attained a de- 
«« gree of this aſſurance, from being preſumptuous, becauſe he tells what 
God hath done for his ſoul, is always ready to give an anſwer to 


any 
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*t ay one who ſhall aſk him a reaſon of the hope that is in him,” and 


dares glory of the feeling preſence of the Spirit of Chriſt, that he only 
is the true believer and humble confeſſor. Tis he who knows, and 
therefore glorifies God, by believing his word, and truſting his faith- 


fulneſs. *Tis he who humbly renounces his own, and ſubmits to the 


Righteouſneſs of God. Tis he, who ſurely, and not wainly, cries 
out, In the Lord haveT righteouſneſs and ſtrength: Whereas, on the 
contrary, he who knows not God, and hath no well-grounded evidence 
of his ſalvation ; cannot truly believe, or heartily love and glorify 
him. He proudly eſtabliſhes his own righteouſneſs, and rejects the 
righteouſneſs of God. His worſhip is only ſuperſtition, fin and ido- 
latry; becauſe it is only in his own will and f. pirit, and not in the 
ſpirit and truth of God. His denial of aſſurance of ſalvation in others, 
becauſe h hath none; we may venture to ſay, ariſes from a compo- 
ſition of ignorance, pride and impudence: for to ſay there is none, 
muſt manifeſt his ignorauce of the ſcriptures and of the power of God. 
But to contradi& the truth of God, and give the lie to his children in 
all ages, becauſe he hath no ſuch aſſurance, is deviliſh pride indeed; 
and I think ar aſſurance well nigh equal to conſummate impudence. And 
if at any time he ignorantly and vainly cry ont, „as I hope to be 
e faved:” To uſe the words of a late pious and worthy divine, He 
« 1s only like a man who paſſing by a great houſe or eſtate, faith, that 
is mine: but being bid to ſhew his title, can only ſay, ſomebody 
« muſt have it, and why not I?” How vain! How abſurd! How 


preſumptuous! How prepoſterous ! Such a way of reaſoning, let every 


reader judge. | 
The doctrines objected to, being, fir, I hope; clearly prov'd, I 
next proceed to conſider what you have advanc'd againſt the manner 
wherein they are ſometimes preach'd, the effects which you ſuppoſe 
flow therefrom, and what you would have ſubſtituted 1n their place. 
And firſt, © they are ſometimes preach'd extempore; notwithſtand= 
ing I readily grant, that reading may have its proper uſe: Yet that 
reading a ſermon, and preaching a ſermon, are terms ſynonimous z or 
that &vaywdorw and xneYoow have the ſame etymology, I can by no 
means allow. For then the following reading of theſe ſcriptures, 
would not only be good divinity, but alſo excellent ſenſe and Engliſhs 
In thoſe days came John the baptiſt, reading in the wilderneſs of Ju- 
dea (Matt. ili. 1.) And did read the baptiſm of repentance. x (Acts 
xiii. 24.) Philip open'd his mouth and began at the fame ſcripture, 
and read to the eunuch, Jeſus. (Acts viii. 35.) We read not our- 
ſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. (1 Cor. iv. 5.) „ How ſhall they 
E 


read 


(344) 

EY WE they be ſent ?” (Nom. x. 15.) But flop ; ; methinks I beat 
one ſay, thus to read the ſcriptures, is to make them neither ſenſe nor 
engliſh. True, and therefore to me tis quite plain, that in ſcrip- 
ture language, reading and preaching are two things. However, that 
we may confirm this ſound doctrine, by a right good example; let 
us walk into the ſynagogue at Nazareth, and there view the behaviour 
of one, who is the unerring Guide, and perfect pattern of all who are 

truly goſpel-preachers: mark! he reads the text,—claſes the book, — 
reſtores it to the miniſter, opens his mouth, and ſo powerfully and 
pathetically preaches the acceptable year of the Lord, that the eyes 
of the auditory are faſtned on him; yea, they all bear him witneſs; 
and wonder at the gracious words. which proceed from his. mouth. 
(Like iv.) This example hath been copy'd by the apoſtles, follow'd by 
the Fathers and Reformers, and is worthy the - imitation of all true 
preachers. Hence we find the bleſſed, apoſtles, Peter and Paul, at 
Jerufalem and Czfarea, at Antioch and Athens, before Jews and Gen- 
tiles, people and rulers, the unlearned and Rabbies, Barbarians and 
Philoſophers, in this extempore manner, publiſhing the Goſpel of the 
kingdom of God. Hence alſo we find that“ * St. Auguſtine thus freely 
preaching, and even once forgetting the very argument which he firſt 
ſed, fell upon the errors of the Manichees, beſide his firſt inten- 
tion; by which diſcourſe, he converted one Firmus his auditor, who 
fell down at his feet weeping, and confeſſing he had, lived a, Manichee 
many years.” And what the judgment of our pious Reformers was in 
this particular, we may learn from their preface to an old and almoſt 
obſolete book, intitled, «© Certain Sermons or Homilies, appointed to be 
read in churches, &c.” There they tell us, That fince all they 
r which are appointed miniſters, have not the gift of preaching (too 
much the caſe in the preſent age): the queen's moſt excellent ma- 
& jeſty, tendering the ſoul: health of her loving ſubjects, commandeth 
<« and chargeth all parſons, &c. every Sunday and Holiday, to read and 
<« declare to their pariſhoners, one of theſe ilies, except there be 
« a ſermon, and then for that cauſe only the reading of the ſaid Ho- 
that by preaching, our Reformers underſtood ſomething more than 
reading: otherwiſe, I ſappoſe, they would not have enjoined, that 
reading a ſermon ſhould give place to preaching. one. Tis true, this 
moderniſing age turns things topſy-turvy, and I grant, that many. of 
our polite 80 e would fain make us believe contrary to reaſon, 
ſcripture, 


_ * Poffilonius in vita Auguſtini, cap. 15. as quoted by Mr, Flavel in his Divine Conduct. 
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ſcripture, and antiquity, not only that prenching ſhould give place to 


reading, but that reading is the only true and exeellent preaching : 


juſt like a poor lame beggar, who having by the help of crutches 
made a ſhift to hop about and get a tolerable living, takes it into. hz. 
head, that he is a much ſounder man than they who need none, and 
therefore can walk without; and if any one go about to reduce him to 
right reaſan, by ſhewing him that crutches are no part of a man, and 
that without them he cannot walk at all; the poor frantic cripple is fo 
irritated, that except his friend look well about him, he will be in no 
ſmall danger of receiving a blow from one of his crutches. 
But the aforeſaid doctrines, are not only preached extempore, but 
* ſometimes alſo in the open air, and other unconſecrated places.” 
To this I anſwer, the faithful, and the true Witneſs hath plainly in- 
formed us, that the time is even now come, when not at Je- 


e rufalem, nor yet in this mountain; but in Spirit and Truth, the 


re true worſhippers worſhip the Father.” And his apoſtle Paul hath 
declared, that God avho made the world, and all things therein, duell. 


eib not in temples made with hands. And therefore he exhorts Timothy, 


to preach the word, to be inſlant in feaſon and out of ſeaſon ; and wills, 
that men ſhould pray every where, lifting ap holy hamdt awithout wrath or 
doubting. Hence we find, that the great Biſhop of ſouls, and his 
clergy, went about every where preaching the Goſpel of the king- 
dom of God; come, let us follow our bleſſed Redeemer into the 
fields: methinks I ſee him yonder fitting on a mountain: And lo! 
grace in his mein, heaven in his aſpect, pity in his eyes, and in his 
every geſture, dignity, propriety, divinity and love. And who are 
his auditoty ? not his diſciples merely, nor yet the ſouls of ſome par- 
ticular pariſh, or peculiar diſtrict; but lo! the people, eſpecially 
the (3ya3%;) common people, flock to him from every quarter. Oh! 
ſee them ſurrounding, his diſciples attending, angels admiring, and 
the great Teacher of mankind about to open his mouth.—Hark! 
Now he ſpeaks, and Oh! with what a gravity, majeſty, and energy ! 
His words drop as the rain, and diſtil as the dew; they fix the eye, ra- 
viſh the ear, gladden the heart, ſweeten the mouth, and with pearly 
tears bedew the face; they pour light on the mind, power to the 
will, and a heavenly warmth to the affections; in a word, they mi- 
niſter grace to the ſoul, and fill it with loving wonder ; becauſe he 
teaches with power and autkority, and not in a cold, fleepy, reading 
manner as do the ſcribes. —But left this tranſcendently bright example 
ſhould impair, inſtead of firengthen the weak fight of mortals ; leſt 


this matchleſs preacher ſhould diſcourage, rather than excite our imt- 
oo. E 2 tation 
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tation : Come, and ſee a man of like paſſions with us, ſweetly copy- 
ing his bleſſed Maſter. You will gueſs whom I mean.— Tis that glo- 
rious champion, that bleſſed apoſtle of the Lord of hoſts, Paul of 
Tarſus.— See him yonder, ſtanding and preaching on Mars hill, at 
Athens.—View him as he is beautifully and judiciouſſy drawn by the 
celebrated Raphael Urbin, and exhibited amongſt a choice and valu- 
able collection of pictures, preſerved in a repoſitory of Britiſn princes. 
—Obſerve his attitude ! His every geſture ſeems to ſpeak impendam 
and expendar. He hath no book, but in his countenance you may 
Plainly read, godly zeal, pious concern, juſt revenge, holy indigna- 
tion, ſelf clearing, and vehement defire. His body ſomething lean- 
ing, but unſupported, his nerves, arteries, arms extended, all de- 
clare him « no ſmooth emollient in theology, no recumbent downy 
doctor; but that his very ſoul and body was on the ſtretch for God 
and the good of ſouls: They all manifeſt that he was willing to impart, 
not the Goſpel only, but even his own life alſo; yea, they ſpeak 
with a dumb but perſuaſive oratory, Believe in Jeſus, turn from idols 
andyerwe the living God. And give me leave to tell you, that I never 
read, or even heard, that either the mount or Mars hill, had been be- 
fore conſecrated. However, now they were; for as St. Auguſtine 
well obſerves, © Locus non facit ſanctos, ſed operatio ſancta et locum 
« ſanCtificat et nos. Peccavit angelus in cœlo, peccavit Adam in para- 
te diſo, fi locus hominem beare poſſit, nec homo, nec angelus digni- 
« tate ſea corruiſſent. It is not the place which makes men holy, 
e but holy exerciſe ſanctiſies both the place and us. The angels ſin- 
e ned in heaven, Adam finned in paradiſe; if the place might have 
« bleſſed the creature, neither men nor angel ſhould have fallen from 
their dignity.” Don't miſtake me, I have no objection to pulpits 
and churches. No, I praiſe the providence of our God, for the pi- 
ous care of our anceſtors, who have left us not only decent, but in ſome 
places, magnificent ſtructures, turniſhed with elegant pulpits, when 
they can'be had, I think, they are good convenient places, both for 
miniſters and people: But as honeſt biſhop Latimer, that pious re- 
former and glorious martyr, hath plan? et ſan? expreſſed it, when 
preaching befcre good king Edward and his nobles, upon our Savi- 
our's ſermon from a boat. It was (faith he) a goodly pulpit that 
our Saviour had gotten him here; an old rotten boat, and yet he 
« preached his Father's will; he cared nog for the pulpit, ſo he might 
do the people good. Indeed it is to be commended for the preach- 
er to ſtand or fit, as the place is; but I would not have it ſo ſuper- 


e ſtitiouſiy elteemed, but that a * preacher my declare the word 
| 5 of 
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F of God, ſitting on a horſe, or preaching i in a tree. And though it 
te be good to have the pulpit ſet up in churches, that the people might 
c reſort thither, yet I would not have it ſo ſuperſtitiouſly uſed; but that 
e ina profane place, the word of God might be preached ſometimes ; 
<« and I would not have the people offended withal, no more than they 
te be with our Saviour Chriſt's preaching out of a boat: And yet to 
7 have pulpits, it is very well done to have them, but they would be 
« well occupied, for it is a vain thing to have them as they ſtand in 
* many churches.” So that according to the judgment of Chriſt and 
his'apoſtles, fathers and reformers, extempore, and even field- preach- 


ing is not ſuch a vile, ſhameful, and abominable thing as ſome of our 


ſqueamiſh modernizers of chriſtianity have imagined. 

And now, Sir, the doctrines objected to, being clearly e < 
and the manner of publiſhing them, ſhewn to be neither antichriſtian, 
antiapoſtolical, or even contrary to the judgment of our moſt pious and 
zealous reformers ; the ill conſequences ſuppoſed to flow from thence, 
muſt of courſe, fall to the ground, or be aſcribed to their proper au- 
thors; the world, the fleſh and the devil: For, according to ſound 
philoſophy, and the expreſs declaration of the divine a4yog and un- 
_ erring wiſdom, 4 good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can 
a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. | | 

With reſpe&, Sir, to that cold, fleepy, immur'd* dead morality, 
which you would have ſubſtituted for theſe precious doctrines of Chriſt : 
A diſpenſation of the Goſpel being committed to me, woe 1s me, if I 
ſhould comply with your advice.—And as to the loſs of curacy, pre- 
ferment, friends, goods, yea, and perhaps life itſelf : I have already 
made an eſtimate of the matter,' and find them not worthy to be com- 
pared with truth, Chriſt, heaven, glory., Beſide? my bleſſed Maſter 


hath informed me, hat he avho ſeeketh to fave his life, ſhall oe it; and 


that he awho wwill loſe his life for his ſake, ſhall find it. Come, there- 
fore, whatſoever will come, I believe his Grace is ſufficient for me: 

Let men and devils, as much as lieth in them, ſtop my mouth, my 
Chriſt can the more open it, as he hath for his prophets, apoſtles, 
martyrs, confeſſors: Let them caſt me out of the ſynagogue, or even 
baniſh me to a. deſart iſland ; he will find me, as he did the poor 
man, whoſe eyes he had opened; and teach and comfort me, as he 
did the beloved diſciple in the iſle of Patmos: Let them endeavour 
to ſtarve me, he cari cauſe the ravens, widows, angels, to feed me, 
25 he did mo: Let * a me into the lion 5 den, or burning fiery 


furnace; 


* That is ſeleom preached cr practiſed but within walls, 
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furnace; the God of Daniel, and the three children will be with me 
Let them imprifon and ſtrike my head off, as they did that of john the 
Baptiſt; my ſoul, mingling amongſt the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, 
thall be the more at hberty, and my dead diſmembered body ſhall preach 
in the conſciences of my moſt cruel and bitter enemies: Let the tumul- 
tuous mob, the incenfed rabble, the beſtial ſons of Belial, (inſtigated 
by formal hy pocrites and blind guides) diſturb, lone, kill me; my 
Saviour can enable me with Stephen, to pray for my unhappy perſe- 
cutors, whilſt I ſce him ſtanding at the right hand of his Father, ready 
to receive my ſpirit into the bliſsful manſions of-eternal glory. And 
after my body. hath been for many years interred, ſhould the malice of 
ſuperſtitious bigots, ort faith-breaking Papiſts, dig up its remains, 
burn them into aſhes, and ſcatter them in the river, as they did 
thoſe of our countryman, Wacklifte, of bleſſed memory; he can 
thereby more effeftually ſpread his glorious Goſpel, raiſe up ano- 
ther Hufs, Jerome, Luther; and in the great day of God, collect all 
my ſcattered atoms, and change and faſhion this mortal vile body like 
unto his glorious body. N | 5 

In a word, Sir, if God be for me, what can hurt me? We know, 
{aith an inſpired apoſtle, ht all things work together for good to then: 
=vho love God. And, blefled be God, I know that I love him; 
therefore why ſhould I be afraid? If your ſynagogue and pulpit, Sir, 
be ſhut, heaven is {till open ;—TF you judge yourſelf and people un- 
worthy of the word of eternal life, your blood be upon your own 
heads: The world is ſtill before me, God's providence, word, and 
ſpirit, my unerring guides, and his children my friends and bre- 
thren. From hence then, I prefer the croſs of Chriſt, and afflic- 
tions with his pecple, to worldly pleaſures, friendſhips and prefer- 
ments; henceforth, deſiring, by {fe and doctrine, to ſet forward the 
Salvation of all men; I preach whenſoever the Lord opens my 
mouth, and whereſoever he opens a door unto me. N | 

In the mean time, that God of his infinite Mercy, may direct you, 
and the people called your pariſhioners, into his precious Truth, and 
bleſſed Love, is the fincere prayer of him, who by Grace, is ſtill de- 
termined to be „ . 1 


CHRISTIANUS. 


1 The council of Conſtance, not only broke their faith with John Huſs, and Jerom 
of Prague, but alſo decreed that no faith is to be kept with Heretics. 
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To Mr. N. N. | 


l. have juſtread your addreſs to me, intitled Pre/byters and Deacons, nos 
commſſroned to preach ewvithout the Biſhops Allowante. And the Lord bein g | 
my helper, I will, according to your deſire, weigh and conſider what [ 

you advance; but ſince truth is ſtrong, and need not be afraid, why | 
ſhould we contend in the dark, as aſhamed thereof? As you, Sir, 
ingenuouſly declare, that you are ready to retract an error, and right- 
iy obſerve that it is no ſhame to acknowledge a miſtake ; freely, there- 
fore, ſubſcribe your name and come to the light; ſo may I, according 
to my ſincere deſire, give you your proper title and due reſpect. In 
the mean time permit me, unknown, Sir, to tell you, that 


7 am, for Chriſ”s ſate, 


Your hearty Well-aviſber, | of 


\ 


And humble Servant, 


JOHN GREEN. 


The Academy in Denmark- 
Seat, Jau. 14, 1702, 
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